Firm Profile

ABOUT KSMO
Kigozi Ssempala Mukasa Obonyo [KSMO] Advocates is a
private legal practice firm founded in October 2006. The firm
has five (5) partners and a distinguished consultant with excellent academic and professional qualifications and vital hands on - experience in legal practice. These are supported by a
number of well trained attorneys and support staff with solid
professional experience, who adhere to the firm's mission of

“
We don’t just represent our
clients’ views,
we champion their causes.

providing our clients with timeous, high quality, result - oriented
and efficient legal services.
At KSMO, we take pride in the fact that the people who join our
firm are best in their field with the ability to outperform the competition at every level.
Our legal team provides a well - balanced blend of legal disciplines and outstanding skill. We are proud of the work we do,
and are resolutely dedicated to delivering excellence.

”

2

3

KSMO VISION

KSMO SERVICES

The firm’s vision is to be and remain a leading provider of

It's a given that our clients expect us to know the

corporate and commercial legal services in Uganda and

law and to apply it effectively. Our training

beyond. We are focused on maintaining an outstanding reputa-

programme therefore ensures that partners and

tion for timely, high quality, cost-effective, result- oriented and

lawyers are kept up to speed with legal develop-

efficient legal services which keep pace with the demands of

ments; and provides the opportunity to discuss

the business community that we represent.

how changes in the law impact on our client's
businesses.

We are therefore committed to understanding our clients’
needs and objectives, and working with them to achieve effec-

We have two (2) broad practice areas, namely:

tive and creative solutions that advance their business priorities

Corporate and Commercial Services; and Civil &

and provide value for money.

Commercial Litigation.

Corporate and Commercial Services
As a corporate and commercial law firm, we
focus strongly on the needs of business. We have
built our reputation on the delivery of exceptional
legal services and make it our business to understand the full impact of our advice on all facets of
our client's businesses.
Our success in corporate and commercial law is
built on a solid foundation of insightful and innovative deal structuring and legal advice; a keen ability to understand business and economic imperatives; and a strong focus on achieving the best
legal outcome for clients.
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Major aspects of our services in this area include:
•
•

Banking and finance;

•

Corporate recovery and insolvency;

•

Projects and project finance;

•

Corporate finance and capital structures;

•

Capital markets;

•

Intellectual property;

•
•

Revenue and taxation;

Corporate advisory;

Real estate and conveyancing;

•

Mining;

•

Energy and natural resources;

•

Floatation and acquisition of companies;

•

Mergers and de-mergers;

•

Acquisitions, disposals, and management buyouts;

•
•

Share sales and shareholder arrangements;
Statutory and regulatory compliance;

•

Local and international joint ventures and corporate alliances;

•

Distributorship, sale, purchase, agency and supply

Banking, Securities and Insurance
Our banking and finance team offers specialized services for
major aspects of finance. We advise banks, financial institutions and investment firms on

•

Banking and financial regulation;

•

Loan finance;

•

Asset securitization;

•

Debt restructuring;

•

Structured products

•

Asset finance;

•

Trade finance and letters of credit;

•

Guarantees and performance bonds;

•

Project finance; and

•

Insurance and re-insurance contracts.

agreements;
•

Licensing;

•

National and international trade transactions;

•

Corporate governance and corporate restructuring;

•

Partnership agreements, trust deeds and related key commer-

Intellectual Property

cial activities;

We handle all aspects of intellectual property rights manage-

•

Company secretarial work including board matters;

ments and enforcement and provide services to a cross-sec-

•

Due diligence checks;

tion of international and national corporate clients on intellectual

•

Employment and human resources, pensions; and

property matters to do mainly with trademarks, patents and

•

Franchising and investment agreements.

copy rights.

We handle transactions that require a complex, bespoke, novel

We apply this expertise across a wide range of industries

and challenging contractual documents to suit the specification

including manufacturing and retail.

of the task and entities involved.
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Revenue Law and Taxation
We offer advice on tax matters and represent our clients at the Tax Body, Tribunals
and Courts in the following areas:
Courts in the following areas:
•

Customs and import duties;

•

Value added tax;

•

Excise duties;

•

Income tax;

•

Export taxes;

•

Other

aspects

like

waivers,

exemptions, refunds and
dumping.

Real Estate

Civil and Commercial Litigation

Our real estate and conveyancing team

Much of our business is contentious and we have expertise for

advises corporate and individual clients on

astute handling of commercial disputes. We explore the core

real estate matters mainly covering:

issues between the parties and the most appropriate method of
resolution. We regularly participate in all forms of dispute reso-
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•

Large scale land acquisitions and

lution, from litigation or arbitration to dialogue, structured nego-

•

disposals;

tiations and formal ADR processes such as mediation.

•

Asset management;

•

Construction;

•

Development;

•

Investment sales and acquisitions;

•
•

•

Corporate disputes;

•

Shareholder disputes;

•
•

Real estate issues;

Leasing;
Landlord and tenant relationships;

•

Partnership disputes;

•

Fraud;

•

Insolvency;

•

Commercial interests; and

•

Finance;

Employment disputes;
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Legal and Policy Consultancy
KSMO has a team dedicated not only to legal practice but legal
and policy research as well. Our Consultancy and Research
Department comprises of a team well versed in research and
legal report writing. The expertise in this department extends to
areas like:

•

Legal and policy analysis;

•

International law and its domestic application;

•

Human rights, governance and democratization;

•

Public interest litigation; and

•

Legal and policy consultancy.

OUR TEAM
When you consult a KSMO lawyer, you get the benefit of the
whole firm's knowledge, and advice that makes commercial
and legal sense. Our lawyers are a powerful team of independent-minded individuals who share a common service ethos.
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OUR TEAM
Richard is a founding Partner of the Firm. He specializes in
corporate and commercial services. Richard advises
national and multinational corporations, financial institutions
and banking clients on matters ranging from routine
business decisions to more complex business transactions.
He has headed the Corporate and Commercial Department
of the Firm since inception, and lectured corporate law at
higher institutions of learning.

Richard Caesar
OBONYO
Partner
ssempala@ksmo.biz
Tel: +256 414 237796

With over 14 years of experience as a legal practitioner and
lecturer, Richard has developed proficiency in corporate and
commercial law, particularly in segments of: banking and
finance, project and corporate finance, corporate
governance, floatation and acquisitions of companies, share
sales and shareholder arrangements, statutory and
regulatory compliance, joint ventures, corporate
restructuring, trade transactions and real estate. Richard has
a passion for his field and enjoys the satisfaction of seeing his
clients succeed.
EDUCATION
LL.M, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,
Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda
LL.B (Hons.), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
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Mulema Mukasa is a co-founding Partner of the
firm in 2006 and his practice precedes its inception.
Graduating from Makerere University, 1999 and Law
Development Centre, 2000, he worked and honed his
skills from Uganda's top law firms before joining
KSMO Advocates.

Richard Mulema
MUKASA
Partner
Mulema@ksmo.biz
Tel: +256 414 237796

In his 16 years of legal practice, Mulema Mukasa has
handled a wide array of civil and commercial litigation
touching private and public issues of marked
significance, novelty and high monetary values, in all
Uganda's Courts of record; the High Court, Court of
Appeal, Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court.
Mulema Mukasa is the firm's point man when it
comes to tax matters. Mulema possesses a
passionate desire for excellence and has a keen eye
for detail.
Currently, Mulema Mukasa serves as a Minister of
State for Finance in the Kingdom of Buganda.
EDUCATION
Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,
Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda
LL.B (Hons.), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda

Member, Uganda Law Society
Member, East Africa Law Society
Member, Institute of Chartered Secretaries and
Administrators

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

PRACTICE AREAS

PRACTICE AREAS

Banking and Finance
Mergers & Acquisitions
Corporate and Commercial Services
Project and Corporate Finance
Private Equity
Real Estate and Conveyancing

Civil and Commercial Litigation
Constitutional law
Revenue Law and Taxation
Insolvency law
Sports Law

Member, Uganda Law Society
Member, East Africa Law Society
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OUR TEAM
David is a founding Partner of the Firm. He is also the

Charlotte is a Partner in the Firm and is attached to the

head of the firm's Civil & Commercial Litigation

Corporate and Commercial Services Practice. Charlotte

Department.

has a wealth of experience in Corporate and
Commercial law, Banking law and Real Estate &
Conveyancing

David started his career in 2000 with M/s Katende,
Ssempebwa & Co. Advocates, Solicitors & Legal
Consultants, one of the oldest law firms in Uganda.

EDUCATION

For over 15 years, David has sharpened his experience

Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,

David Kigozi
SSEMPALA

in the art of litigation becoming the firm's point man in
matters of civil and commercial litigation. Recently,

Charlotte
KUKUNDAKWE

Partner

David represented law lecturers from the School of Law,

Partner

LL.B (Hons.), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Makerere University as lead Counsel in the Supreme
sempala@ksmo.biz

Court of Uganda in a ground breaking amicus curie

kukundakwe@ksmo.biz

Tel: +256 414 237796

application in the Presidential Elections Petition No. 1 of

Tel: +256 414 237796

2016.

Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda

Member, Uganda Law Society
Member, East Africa Law Society
Member, Institute of Chartered Secretaries and

EDUCATION

Administrators (ICSA)

Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,

PRACTICE AREAS

Law Development Centre, Kampala Uganda
LL.B (Hons.), (Makerere University, Kampala Uganda)

Company Secretarial Practice
Real Estate and Conveyancing

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Banking and Finance
Intellectual Property

Member, Uganda Law Society
Member, East Africa Law Society
PRACTICE AREAS
Civil and Commercial Litigation
Arbitration and Mediation
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OUR TEAM

Kefa is a Partner with the firm's Corporate and
Commercial Department.
Dr. Christopher Mbazira is the head of the

Kefa focuses on corporate and commercial law with

Consultancy division of the Firm. He holds a Doctorate in

emphasis on banking and finance, energy, employment

Law from the University of the Western Cape in

and intellectual property. He has previously been

South Africa. Christopher's major areas of expertise and

in-house counsel at two leading international financial

practice include governance, democratization, policy

institutions where he developed experience in all types

analysis, judicial review and access to justice, human

of financings; secured and unsecured, syndicated loans

rights

and acquisition financings. His other areas of practice

-civil and political, socio-economic rights and children's

include; employment law and intellectual property.
Kefa Kuteesa
NSUBUGA
Partner
nsubuga@ksmo.biz
Tel: +256 414 237796

EDUCATION
Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,
Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda
LL.B (Hons.), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

rights.
Dr. Christopher
MBAZIRA

Christopher has good knowledge of international law

Consultant

and the international and regional human rights systems
and has published extensively in these areas.

mbazira@ksmo.biz

Christopher is also an Advocate of the High Court and

Tel: +256 414 237796

Supreme Court of Uganda and has distinguished
himself in major cases in his career in private legal
practice.

Member, Uganda Law Society
Member, East Africa Law Society
Member, International Bar Association
PRACTICE AREAS
Banking and Finance
Corporate and Commercial Services
Employment
Energy and Natural Resources
Intellectual Property
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OUR TEAM
Immaculate is a Legal Associate at the Law Firm

Simon Peter holds an LL.B (Hons.) degree from

and works with the Civil & Commercial Litigation

Uganda Christian University and a Postgraduate

Department.

Diploma in Legal Practice from the Law Development
Centre. He is a legal assistant with the firm and works

She focuses on Litigation in addition to corporate
advisory,

business

formations,

registrations

with the Civil & Commercial Litigation Department. He
and

is involved in legal research, drafting court documents

conveyancing.

and preparation of legal briefs. He is interested in the
fields of Commercial Law and Litigation.

She also handles debt recovery, provides tax advisory

OWOMUGISHA

services in connection with income tax, value added

Simon Peter
WAISWA

Partner

tax, customs, tax planning and compliance, tax due

Associate

Immaculate Blessing

diligence and tax disputes.

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,

owomugisha@ksmo.biz

simon@ksmo.biz

Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda

Tel: +256 414 237796

Tel: +256 414 237796

LL.B (Hons.), Uganda Christian University, Mukono,

EDUCATION

Uganda

Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,
Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda

PRACTICE AREAS

LL.B (Hons.), Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda

Civil and Commercial Litigation
Debt Recovery

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Member, Uganda Law Society
Member, East Africa Law Society
PRACTICE AREAS
Civil and Commercial Litigation
Corporate and Commercial
Debt Recovery
Revenue Law and Taxation
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OUR TEAM

SUPPORT STAFF
Daphine holds an LL.B (Hons.) degree from

The firm is supported by a team of dedicated and professional
staff who handle day-to-day administrative issues and manage
aspects of client relations. They include; Maria Nakyanzi, Juliet
Nanyonga.

Makerere University and a Postgraduate Diploma in
Legal Practice from the Law Development Centre.
She is a Legal Assistant with the firm and works with
the Corporate and Commercial Department.

Daphine
ARINDA
Associate

Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice,
Law Development Centre, Kampala, Uganda
LL.B

arinda@ksmo.biz

-

EDUCATION

(Hons.),

Makerere

University,

Uganda

Tel: +256 414 237796

Kampala,

Maria
NAKYANZI

Juliet
NANYONGA

PRACTICE AREAS
Corporate and Commercial Services
Intellectual property
Real Estate and Conveyancing
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Crested Towers, 5th Floor, Short Tower, 17 Hannington Road
P. O. Box 23064 Kampala, Uganda
Fax: +256 414 237794

Tel: +256 414 237796, +256 312 111708

E-mail: ksmo@ksmo.biz

www.ksmo.biz

